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Koninklijke Ahold Delhaize N.V.  
Provincialeweg 11, 1506 MA Zaandam 
P.O. Box 3000, 1500 HA Zaandam 
The Netherlands 
Phone: +31 88 659 5100 

Ahold Delhaize invests in sustainable products, 
reduces climate impact and promotes healthier 
eating using funds raised with Sustainability Bond  

  
Zaandam, the Netherlands, June 30, 2020 - Ahold Delhaize today 
announces that the full proceeds of the company’s first Sustainability Bond have been 
used to support the increased consumption of sustainably sourced products, further 
reduce the company’s climate impact and increase sales of healthier products. The 
transaction made Ahold Delhaize the first retailer to issue a euro-denominated 
Sustainability Bond, highlighting the company’s commitment to accelerate the transition 
to sustainable food systems.  
 
Ahold Delhaize raised €600 million in June last year through the issuance 
of a Sustainability Bond maturing on June 26, 2025, in line with its Sustainability Bond 
Framework. Sustainalytics, an independent provider of Environmental, Social 
and Governance research and ratings, delivered a second-party opinion on the 
Framework and an Annual Review of the subsequent Sustainability Bond Report. Both 
are available on Ahold Delhaize’s website. 
 
“Through this first experience in connecting our health and sustainability ambitions with 
company financing, we learned there are many investors who are both eager to support 
the transition to a more sustainable food future and share with us their learnings. Those 
learnings informed our recent sustainability actions, and we’re very optimistic about 
future potential for sustainability-linked financing”, said Miguel Silva Gonzalez, Senior 
Vice President & Treasurer of Ahold Delhaize.   
 
The largest portion of the proceeds – €432 million – were used to further expand 
sourcing of sustainable seafood, coffee, tea, and cocoa. In addition, some of the 
proceeds were allocated to the production cost of the ‘Urban Farm’ on the roof of a 
Delhaize Belgium store.  
 
Furthermore, €161m was invested in renewable energy installations, energy efficient 
equipment, refrigeration improvements, and green buildings. Specific projects included 
the installation of LED lighting, heat reclaim systems, CO2 refrigeration systems, energy 
efficient doors on refrigerated cases, and solar panels in distribution centers, stores and 
offices.   
 
The remainder of the proceeds were used to implement and expand healthier eating 
initiatives while maintaining affordability, including R&D for reformulated products and 
the marketing and distribution of healthier products. Significant investments were made 
in the nutritional navigation systems that provide customers transparency on product 
nutritional value.  
 
Cautionary notice 
This communication includes forward-looking statements. All statements other than statements of historical facts may be 

forward-looking statements. Words such as further, commitment, accelerate, maturing, 2025, support, transition, future, 

optimistic, potential or other similar words or expressions are typically used to identify forward-looking statements. 

https://www.aholddelhaize.com/en/investors/bond-information/sustainability-bonds/
https://www.aholddelhaize.com/media/9474/22292_ad_sustainabilitybondframework_digi.pdf
https://www.aholddelhaize.com/media/9474/22292_ad_sustainabilitybondframework_digi.pdf
https://www.aholddelhaize.com/media/9477/ahold-delhaize-sustainability-bond-second-party-opinion-060619.pdf
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Forward-looking statements are subject to risks, uncertainties and other factors that are difficult to predict and that may 

cause actual results of Koninklijke Ahold Delhaize N.V. (the “Company”) to differ materially from future results expressed 

or implied by such forward-looking statements. Such factors include, but are not limited to the risk factors set forth in the 

Company’s public filings and other disclosures. Forward-looking statements reflect the current views of the Company’s 

management and assumptions based on information currently available to the Company’s management. Forward-looking 

statements speak only as of the date they are made and the Company does not assume any obligation to update such 

statements, except as required by law. 

 
 
For more information:  
  
Press office: +31 88 659 5134     Investor relations: +31 88 659 5213     Social media: Instagram: @AholdDelhaize  

  LinkedIn: @Ahold-Delhaize  
About Ahold Delhaize  
Ahold Delhaize is one of the world’s largest food retail groups and a leader in both supermarkets and e-Commerce. Its 
family of great, local brands serves 54 million customers each week in Europe, the United States, and Indonesia. 
Together, these brands employ 380,000 associates in 6,967 grocery and specialty stores and include the top online 
retailer in the Benelux and the leading online grocers in the Benelux and the United States. Ahold Delhaize brands are at 
the forefront of sustainable retailing, sourcing responsibly, supporting local communities and helping customers make 
healthier choices. Headquartered in Zaandam, the Netherlands, Ahold Delhaize is listed on the Euronext Amsterdam and 
Brussels stock exchanges (ticker: AD) and its American Depositary Receipts are traded on the over-the-counter market in 
the U.S. and quoted on the OTCQX International marketplace (ticker: ADRNY). For more information, please 
visit www.aholddelhaize.com.  
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