
Ahold Delhaize achieves AAA MSCI ESG Rating 
  
Zaandam, the Netherlands, August 8, 2023 – Ahold Delhaize is proud to share that 
its MSCI ESG rating has been upgraded to AAA, coming from an AA rating. MSCI is a 
prominent benchmark in the sustainable financing world. As triple-A is the highest 
scoring range, for Ahold Delhaize, this indicates that it is a leader in its industry in 
managing the most significant ESG challenges and opportunities. 
 
Ahold Delhaize CEO Frans Muller comments, "As MSCI's ESG rating is a primary 
research tool and a widely used benchmark by investors, Ahold Delhaize's ranking 
upgrade will help investors to understand the importance we place on the transformation 
to a healthy and sustainable food system and being a business that is fit for the future." 
  
An MSCI ESG rating measures a company’s resilience to long-term Environmental, 
Social and Governance (ESG) risks. Companies are rated on an industry-relative AAA 
(leader) to CCC (laggard) scale according to their exposure and how well they manage 
those risks relative to peers. With this triple-A rating, Ahold Delhaize is in the top 7 
percentile within the food retail industry. Learn more about MSCI ESG ratings here. 
  
Industry materiality map 
MSCI uses an industry materiality map, which includes a wide range of key ESG issues 
– in Ahold Delhaize's case, the food retail industry. Examples include Ahold Delhaize’s 
and its local brands’ goals and efforts in reducing carbon emissions in line with a 
trajectory of limiting global warming to 1.5°C, implementing opportunities in nutrition and 
health, ensuring Ahold Delhaize has great diverse talent and managing privacy and data 
security. All actions – small and large – have played a role in Ahold Delhaize's score. 
  
What’s next 
Ahold Delhaize Chief Sustainability Officer Jan Ernst de Groot comments, "Although we 
are proud of our rating, we know that there's more to achieve. Topics such as health, 
sustainability, human rights and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DE&I) are a central part 
of our company strategy, therefore it is important that we embed sustainability even more 
widely across our business.   
  
To reach our ambitions set in our Leading Together strategy, we have committed to 
short- and long-term targets. These include  further increasing healthy sales of our own-
brand food products, eliminating food and plastic waste, aiming for 100% diverse and 
inclusive workplaces and reaching the science-based absolute reduction targets we have 
set for carbon emissions across all scopes." 
  
For more information on Ahold Delhaize's approaches to Health & Sustainability and 
ESG topics, visit our Annual Report. 
  
Ahold Delhaize's approach to its ESG agenda 
Ahold Delhaize's ESG ambitions and strategy are shaped by the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), market knowledge from its great local brands and several 
ESG benchmarks, including MSCI, Sustainalytics, CDP and ISS-ESG. Ahold Delhaize 
also considers trends in our markets and around the world, feedback from stakeholders, 
and how we align with global frameworks such as the Corporate Sustainability Reporting 
Directive (CSRD), Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), Sustainability Accounting Standards 
Board (SASB) and the Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD). 
  

- Ends - 
 

Disclaimer statement 
THE USE BY AHOLD DELHAIZE OF ANY MSCI ESG RESEARCH LLC OR ITS AFFILIATES ("MSCI") DATA, AND THE 
USE OF MSCI LOGOS, TRADEMARKS, SERVICE MARKS OR INDEX NAMES HEREIN, DO NOT CONSTITUTE A 
SPONSORSHIP, ENDORSEMENT, RECOMMENDATION, OR PROMOTION OF AHOLD DELHAIZE BY MSCI. MSCI 
SERVICES AND DATA ARE THE PROPERTY OF MSCI OR ITS INFORMATION PROVIDERS, AND ARE PROVIDED 
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‘AS-IS’ AND WITHOUT WARRANTY. MSCI NAMES AND LOGOS ARE TRADEMARKS OR SERVICE MARKS OF MSCI. 
 
Cautionary notice 
This communication includes forward-looking statements. All statements other than statements of historical facts 
may be forward-looking statements. Words and expressions such as challenges, opportunities, will, further, 
working towards, transformation, future, committed, striving, aim, ambitions, strategy or other similar words or 
expressions are typically used to identify forward-looking statements. 
Forward-looking statements are subject to risks, uncertainties and other factors that are difficult to predict and that 
may cause actual results of Koninklijke Ahold Delhaize N.V. (the "Company") to differ materially from future results 
expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. Such factors include, but are not limited to, the risk 
factors set forth in the Company’s public filings and other disclosures. Forward-looking statements reflect the 
current views of the Company’s management and assumptions based on information currently available to the 
Company’s management. Forward-looking statements speak only as of the date they are made and the Company 
does not assume any obligation to update such statements, except as required by law. 
  
About Ahold Delhaize 
Ahold Delhaize is one of the world’s largest food retail groups and a leader in both supermarkets and e-commerce. 
Its family of great local brands serves 60 million customers each week, both in stores and online, in the United 
States, Europe, and Indonesia. Together, these brands employ more than 414,000 associates in 7,659 grocery and 
specialty stores and include the top online retailer in the Benelux and the leading online grocers in the Benelux and 
the United States. Ahold Delhaize brands are at the forefront of sustainable retailing, sourcing 
responsibly, supporting local communities and helping customers make healthier choices. The company’s focus on 
four growth drivers – drive omnichannel growth, elevate healthy and sustainable, cultivate best talent and 
strengthen operational excellence – is helping to fulfil its purpose, achieve its vision and prepare its brands and 
businesses for tomorrow. Headquartered in Zaandam, the Netherlands, Ahold Delhaize is listed on the Euronext 
Amsterdam and Brussels stock exchanges (ticker: AD) and its American Depositary Receipts are traded on the 
over-the-counter market in the U.S. and quoted on the OTCQX International marketplace (ticker: ADRNY). For 
more information, please visit: www.aholddelhaize.com. 

 

 

https://email.press.aholddelhaize.com/c/eJx0kk9zmzAQxT-NuJVZdoWQDhxSe9ySxpP-SeM0l4yE1gGbgItwSPPpO3J86Ezbi6SV3r432vn5si40FQmXmTKZ1AoUJvxk2-6h9aVAVEiGBGLSlBn62m7rrc4lcE2MyjlNipAVu4yypC0RkECDBpNJhJSYJHsNqmBnwTsh4TByCKlths577hrbvnJaD09JVzbTdAiCLgSuBK74OAKmwW65a_t9SA_jMHE9tUOfDsepG4Z9bItaWh3HTtAy9gvMo0EeLXJczfP8d9T5WXk7WUFLkALzYgHZaauCddx1nK65m155FJhL-JdFsTC5qR1qdIWsZaHZY_y7t5CBrRHMSWSVy5TZZrlBJwmN3hJp77QBAqC6eMv-Y1VUaCQp0RQZ5oVUb5Lv_b4f5v50vtmsDu7DfXDkNf-63FS7oV0v5Hy1u5jXy4v2anH5Jd7dYndcv1axfn_TVqraZ43dzLG-u11Uat3HSFqeTAkABKpwnsq12mBue_14udl9vr-7_fHx-fpTgabbHfKq-va1f2lq86Kb3c9w9lAjBx6f2ceZJmN54DE4Htu6mbgXEp63LnWcBO592z8--OHJtn0k7D9EROam8oTiuxOEvwMAAP__eVHNrg

