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DEMISE OF JEAN-FRANCOIS THEODORE, ARCHITECT OF THE 

FIRST PAN-EUROPEAN EXCHANGE 
 

 

Paris - 19 May 2015 – Euronext has learned with great sadness the demise of Jean-François Théodore, 

former CEO of Euronext NV and deputy CEO of NYSE Euronext. 

 

Jean-François Théodore, a market man and confirmed European, led the major transformation of stock 

markets in France and in Europe, from the generalization of the electronic market to the creation of 

Euronext, the first pan-European exchange, and the merger with the New York Stock Exchange to create 

NYSE Euronext.  

 

Born 5 December 1946, Jean-Francois Theodore graduated from Sciences Po in Paris and was a former 

student at the élite French business school ENA.  He began his career at the Treasury Department in the 

Ministry of Economy and Finance from 1974 to 1989. He was Head of the Office of African States and the 

franc zone from 1980 to 1982, the Office of foreign investments in France and French overseas investments 

between 1982 and 1984, Deputy Director of Credit Institutions from 1984 to 1986 and Deputy Director, 

Head of the Finance and Holdings Department from 1986 to 1990, which included working alongside Jean-

Claude Trichet on large privatization campaigns. 

 

In 1990, he became Chairman and CEO of the SBF Bourse de Paris and led the transformation of the French 

market. From 1993 to 2000 he was also Chairman of Sicovam SA, the French central depository. 

- He led the transformation of the French market; as the head of Sicovam in 1990, he led the 

completion of the project Relit, the biggest civilian IT project of the 80s, which established the 

settlement of stock trades in three days. Directing the SBF-Paris Bourse, he set up the 

generalization of continuous trading on the French market. 

- In 1999, when the single market reached a crucial stage with the introduction of the euro in 

financial markets opening up competition between exchanges, he merged the various French 

markets (MATIF, MONEP, New Market) within a single entity, Paris Stock Exchange (Paris 

Bourse SA). 

- During this period, he chaired the International Federation of Stock Exchanges for two years 

(1993-1994) and was President of the Federation of European Stock Exchanges (1998-2000). 

 

In September 2000, he initiated the creation of Euronext, the first pan-European exchange, and was 

appointed Chairman of the Management Board. Created in September 2000, Euronext brought together 

the exchanges of Amsterdam, Brussels and Paris around a single exchange operator model. 

- In 2001, he led the IPO of Euronext. 

- In 2002, he convinced the shareholders and management of Liffe, the second largest 

derivatives market in Europe, to join Euronext, allowing the company to significantly expand its 

geographical scope and its activities. In the same year, the Lisbon Stock Exchange joined 

Euronext, making the group present in five European countries. 



 

 

- In 2006, Euronext and the New York Stock Exchange announced their merger and Jean-François 

Théodore became Deputy Chief Executive of the transatlantic NYSE Euronext group. 

- In December 2009, Jean-François Théodore left the NYSE Euronext group. 
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About Euronext 

Euronext is the primary exchange in the Euro zone with over 1 300 issuers worth €2.6 trillion in market capitalisation, an 

unmatched blue-chip franchise consisting of 20+ issuers in the EURO STOXX 50® benchmark and a strong, diverse domestic and 

international client base. 

Euronext operates regulated and transparent equity and derivatives markets. Its total product offering includes Equities, Exchange 

Traded Funds, Warrants & Certificates, Bonds, Derivatives, Commodities and Indices. Euronext also leverages its expertise in 

running markets by providing technology and managed services to third parties. Euronext operates regulated markets, Alternext 

and the Free Market; in addition it offers EnterNext, which facilitates SMEs’ access to capital markets. 

 

Disclaimer 

This press release is for information purposes only and is not a recommendation to engage in investment activities. This press 

release is provided “as is” without representation or warranty of any kind. While all reasonable care has been taken to ensure the 

accuracy of the content, Euronext does not guarantee its accuracy or completeness. Euronext will not be held liable for any loss or 

damages of any nature ensuing from using, trusting or acting on information provided. No information set out or referred to in this 

publication may be regarded as creating any right or obligation. The creation of rights and obligations in respect of financial 

products that are traded on the exchanges operated by Euronext’s subsidiaries shall depend solely on the applicable rules of the 

market operator. All proprietary rights and interest in or connected with this publication shall vest in Euronext. 

This press release speaks only as of this date. Euronext refers to Euronext N.V. and its affiliates. Information regarding trademarks 

and intellectual property rights of Euronext is located at www.euronext.com/terms-use. 
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