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VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT BRUSSEL (VUB) INNOVATES WITH FIRST 

LISTING OF EUROPEAN ACADEMIC BONDS  
 

 

Brussels, 30 October 2015 – Alternext in Brussels today welcomed the listing of a series of bonds issued by 

the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), the Dutch-speaking university of Brussels. The bonds will be listed 

under the Euronext Private Placement Bonds programme (EPPB), an initiative giving issuers of private 

placement bonds simplified access to Euronext markets. To celebrate the new listing, Prof. Dr. Paul De 

Knop, Rector of Vrije Universiteit Brussel, rang the bell to open trading. 

 

The VUB bonds have been subscribed for a combined amount of € 61.5 million. The university’s series of 

amortising bonds comprises Fixed Rate Notes with a maturity of 15 years for an amount of €13 million and 

a coupon of 1,4%, Fixed Rate Notes with a maturity of 20 years for an amount of €20.5 million and a 

coupon of 1.653% and Floating Rate Notes (6 months) with a maturity of 20 years for an amount of € 28 

million. The operation was led by Belfius.  

 

The proceeds of the operation will be used to fund a large real estate project, which includes student 

apartments, state of the art academic facilities and a new cultural centre.  

 

Prof. Dr. Paul De Knop, Rector of Vrije Universiteit Brussel:  “A university in expansion cannot grow without 

dynamic external investors. A bond issue with listing on Alternext is a logical step forward for the VUB. The 

large interest of investors clearly indicates the financial attractiveness of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel and 

the confidence of the investors in the financial health of the university.”  

 

Alain Baetens, Head of Listing of Euronext Brussels: “It’s the first time a university lists a bond issue on our 

markets in Europe. We are pleased to see the Vrije Universiteit Brussel pioneering and embracing the capital 

markets to support its ambitious growth plans. It is an excellent example how companies, institutes and 

governmental bodies can benefit from our innovative EPPB offer, through a simplified and cost-effective 

listing process, and secure and transparent access to a large base of international investors.”  

 

Dirk Gyselinck, Member of Executive Committee, Belfius Bank: “ As a preferred partner of public sector 

issuers, Belfius was more than happy and honoured to accompany VUB in its first steps towards the capital 

markets. We were pleased with the very positive feedback of both domestic and international investors, 

enabling VUB to print amortising notes in different tenors, creating a well-balanced amortisation scheme 

perfectly matching the VUB’s financing needs.”    

 

The Vrije Universiteit Brussel is a dynamic and modern university with almost two centuries of history. 

Centrally situated in the capital of Europe, the university is the largest Dutch-speaking employer in the 

Brussels Region, offering a quality education to more than 9,000 students in a spirit of active pluralism and 

open-mindness. 
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About EnterNext 

Launched in May 2013, EnterNext is the subsidiary of the Euronext Group designed to develop and promote its stock markets 

specifically for small and medium-size enterprises (SMEs). Drawing on its pan-European presence, EnterNext brings together all 

Euronext Group initiatives for companies with market capitalisations under €1 billion, including companies listed in the B and C 

compartments of its regulated European markets and on Alternext, the market tailored to the needs of SMEs. EnterNext plays an 

active role in facilitating SMEs' access to financial markets, helping them generate the funds they need to grow at regional, national 

and pan-European level.  

 

About Euronext 

Euronext is the primary exchange in the Euro zone with more than 1 300 listed issuers worth €2.8 trillion in market capitalization, 

an unmatched blue chip franchise consisting of 25 issuers in the EURO STOXX 50® benchmark and a strong diverse domestic and 

international client base. 

Euronext operates regulated and transparent equity and derivatives markets. Its total product offering includes Equities, Exchange 

Traded Funds, Warrants & Certificates, Bonds, Derivatives, Commodities and Indices. Euronext also leverages its expertise in 

running markets by providing technology and managed services to third parties. Euronext operates regulated markets, Alternext 

and the Free Market; in addition it offers EnterNext, which facilitates SMEs’ access to capital markets. 

 

Disclaimer 

This press release is for information purposes only and is not a recommendation to engage in investment activities. This press 

release is provided “as is” without representation or warranty of any kind. While all reasonable care has been taken to ensure the 

accuracy of the content, Euronext does not guarantee its accuracy or completeness. Euronext will not be held liable for any loss or 

damages of any nature ensuing from using, trusting or acting on information provided. No information set out or referred to in this 

publication may be regarded as creating any right or obligation. The creation of rights and obligations in respect of financial 

products that are traded on the exchanges operated by Euronext’s subsidiaries shall depend solely on the applicable rules of the 

market operator. All proprietary rights and interest in or connected with this publication shall vest in Euronext. 

This press release speaks only as of this date. Euronext refers to Euronext N.V. and its affiliates. Information regarding trademarks 

and intellectual property rights of Euronext is located at www.euronext.com/terms-use. 
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