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EURONEXT SUPPORTS EUROPE’S LEADING REGIONAL LIFE 

SCIENCES CONVENTION IN BELGIUM 
 

 

Ghent - 21 May 2015 – As a major financing centre for life sciences companies in Europe, Euronext 

expressed once again its support to FlandersBio on the occasion of the organisation of the 11
th

 edition of its 

annual life sciences conference Knowledge for Growth in Ghent. Over 1,000 participants and more than 110 

companies rallied behind the theme of Knowledge for Growth 2015: “A life sciences-driven network 

economy, looking beyond borders”. 

 

To celebrate the opening of the eleventh edition of Knowledge for Growth, Tim van Hauwermeiren, CEO of 

arGEN-X, Hilde Windels, CFO of Biocartis and Michel Helbig de Balzac, Chairman of Bone Therapeutics, were 

invited to open the market on Euronext Brussels. They were joined by Vincent Van Dessel, CEO of Euronext 

Brussels and Alain Baetens, Head of Listings of Euronext Brussels.  

 

Alain Baetens, Head of Listings of Euronext Brussels, stated: “As Europe’s leading exchange venue for life 

sciences IPO’s, we are proud to be structurally associated with Europe’s leading Life Sciences Convention. It 

is a major platform for entrepreneurs, analysts and investors who are interested in all that matters for the 

life sciences industry. Boosting smart connections between innovative entrepreneurs and investors is at the 

heart of Euronext’s strategy, and the Knowledge for Growth Convention is very successful in realizing this 

objective.” 

 

Hilde Windels, CFO of Biocartis, added: “Biocartis raised 115 million euros in a successful IPO last month. It 

is an important milestone in the history of Biocartis and it helps to fuel the development of the Idylla 

platform, our diagnostic solutions that aim to help guide patient treatment and improve outcomes. At the 

same time it demonstrates that building innovative companies in Flanders is a very feasible and attractive 

option. Building on the support from the government and professional network of biotech and pharma 

companies, universities and biotech-institutes, companies like Biocartis can benefit from an ideal craddle for 

their future growth.” 

 

Henk Joos, Managing Director of FlandersBio, concludes: “The last year has been a vibrant year for our 

cluster. The arrival of arGEN-X, Bone Therapeutics and Biocartis on Euronext Brussels are major milestone 

events on the financial front. The official launch of the MBI Life Sciences & Health Academy is a major 

milestone on our path to a strong human capital development. Finance and human capital do remain two of 

the key components of success for Flanders Life Sciences Hot Spot”. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Contact Euronext 

Jean-Yves Daxhelet (Brussels) : +32 2 213 13 03; jean-yves.daxhelet@interelgroup.com  

 

About Euronext 

Euronext is the primary exchange in the Euro zone with over 1 300 issuers worth €2.6 trillion in market capitalisation, an 

unmatched blue-chip franchise consisting of 20+ issuers in the EURO STOXX 50® benchmark and a strong, diverse domestic and 

international client base. 

Euronext operates regulated and transparent equity and derivatives markets. Its total product offering includes Equities, Exchange 

Traded Funds, Warrants & Certificates, Bonds, Derivatives, Commodities and Indices. Euronext also leverages its expertise in 

running markets by providing technology and managed services to third parties. Euronext operates regulated markets, Alternext 

and the Free Market; in addition it offers EnterNext, which facilitates SMEs’ access to capital markets. 

 

Disclaimer 

This press release is for information purposes only and is not a recommendation to engage in investment activities. This press 

release is provided “as is” without representation or warranty of any kind. While all reasonable care has been taken to ensure the 

accuracy of the content, Euronext does not guarantee its accuracy or completeness. Euronext will not be held liable for any loss or 

damages of any nature ensuing from using, trusting or acting on information provided. No information set out or referred to in this 

publication may be regarded as creating any right or obligation. The creation of rights and obligations in respect of financial 

products that are traded on the exchanges operated by Euronext’s subsidiaries shall depend solely on the applicable rules of the 

market operator. All proprietary rights and interest in or connected with this publication shall vest in Euronext. 

This press release speaks only as of this date. Euronext refers to Euronext N.V. and its affiliates. Information regarding trademarks 

and intellectual property rights of Euronext is located at www.euronext.com/terms-use. 
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