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Having achieved the Strategic Partnership Objectives 
QIA Acquires NYSE Euronext Stake in Qatar Exchange 

- The two parties confirm :Close working relationship between Qatar 
Exchange and NYSE Euronext to continue – 

 

October 1, 2013, Doha, Qatar  

  
It was announced here today that the “Qatar Holding”, the investment arm of 
Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) has signed an agreement with NYSE 
Euronext whereby it purchased NYSE Euronext’s 12-percent stake in Qatar 
Exchange and has become the sole owner of Qatar Exchange. Cooperation 
between Qatar Exchange and NYSE Euronext will continue in different 
fields including technology and expertise. 
 
Mr. Rashid Bin Ali Al Mansoori, CEO of Qatar Exchange stated that the 
agreement signed by the two parties provided for the sale of NYSE 
Euronext’s 12% stake in Qatar Exchange to “Qatar Holding” after achieving 
all the strategic goals that were identified for the company following the 
signing of the strategic partnership agreement between them in June 2009. 
 
“Over a period of more than four years of strategic partnership with NYSE 
Euronext, Qatar Exchange has achieved significant progress and made 
remarkable achievements in terms of developing infrastructure and systems 
and the diversification of investment tools and services provided to 
investors”, he highlighted.  
 
He added that among the most important achievements was the MSCI 
upgrade of the Qatari market from frontier to emerging market status and 
stated that Qatar Exchange had reached another major mile-stone in its drive 
to develop a world-class financial centre in Doha with the introduction in 
2010 of the Universal Trading Platform based on NYSE Euronext’s existing 
best-of-breed systems and incorporating state-of-the-art technology. This 
launch marked an important step in the history of the Qatari market with the 



 

     

introduction of new order types, order parameters and a closing auction thus 
improving efficiency and transparency, and attracting a diverse investor 
base. 
 
He pointed out that this period has witnessed various achievements such as 
the introduction of several mechanisms to assist investors, including DvP 
and liquidity provision schemes.  In addition, QE has launched an initiative 
to deposit dividends directly in the investors’ bank accounts and has 
introduced a number of new investment tools such as bonds and treasury 
bills, as well as licensing a number of banks as custodians, launching various 
new indices, creating QE’s Venture Market dedicated to SME’s, and 
allowing banks to perform financial service activities in the market. 
 
Mr. Al Mansoori expressed confidence that during the next phase Qatar 
Exchange will continue to achieve further progress and maintain a leading 
status among the region's markets, taking advantage of what has been 
accomplished and seeking to provide more services to investors based on the 
efforts of QE’s Qatari management and staff who have deepened their 
expertise over the years of the partnership. Cooperation between Qatar 
Exchange and NYSE Euronext will continue in different fields including 
technology and expertise, Mr. Al Mansoori added. 
 
Stressing that cooperation between the two sides will continue with the 
development of future mutually-beneficial business initiatives serving 
investors and issuers of a wide range of financial instruments, , Mr. Al 
Mansoori conveyed the thanks and gratitude of the Board of QE to NYSE 
Euronext for their efforts and contributions. “The expertise and leading-edge 
technology they brought to Qatar Exchange during this period has 
contributed to the transformation of Qatar Exchange into a world-class 
exchange”, he said.  
 
Mr Al Mansoori also conveyed QE’s Board appreciation for the expertise 
and leading-edge technology provided by NYSE Euronext during the past 
period, which significantly contributed to QE’s achievements. Mr. Al 
Mansoori also thanked the directors and all the staff of Qatar Exchange in 
their quest to achieve the objectives aimed at improving services to investors 
and supporting the national economy of the State of Qatar. 
 
“With the development of Qatar Exchange’s cash market and the launch of 
its Venture Market, most of our joint actions are now complete. And the 



 

     

transfer of operations to a local management team reflects the success of the 
transformation that has taken place. Looking back, our strategic partnership 
with the State of Qatar has benefited the Gulf region and customers on a 
global scale. Looking ahead, we are delighted to pursue our partnership, 
harnessing our technology assets and expertise - which complement the 
strong foundation and vision of our partners - to contribute to Qatar 
Exchange’s future success”. Said Roland Bellegarde, Group EVP for 
European Equities and Equity Derivatives at NYSE Euronext. 
 

“On behalf of my colleagues, I would like to extend special thanks to QIA, 
the Government of Qatar, Qatar Holding, Qatar Financial Markets 
Authority, Mr. Al Mansoori and the entire leadership of Qatar Exchange for 
moving forward on this exciting initiative”, Mr. Bellegarde added.   
 

It is worth mentioning that the Qatar Investment Authority and NYSE 
Euronext signed a strategic partnership agreement on 19 June 2009, which 
aimed to deploy a five-year strategy with the goal of transforming Qatar 
Exchange into a world-class exchange working to the best international 
practices and standards.  Under that agreement NYSE Euronext held a 20% 
stake in Qatar Exchange. The two sides later signed an agreement in 
September 2012 under which Qatar Holding owned 88-percent of Qatar 
Exchange, with NYSE Euronext holding the remaining 12-percent.  
 

This agreement coincides with the partnership’s objectives being achieved.  
By signing and implementing the recent agreement, Qatar Holding has 
become the sole owner of Qatar Exchange.  

---------------------------------------------------------- 

About the Qatar Exchange:  

Established in 1995, the Doha Securities Market (DSM) officially commenced operations in May 1997. Since then the 
Exchange has grown to become one of the leading stock markets in the GCC region and for two consecutive years 
(2010, 2011), was the best performing stock Exchange in the GCC. In June 2009, the DSM was renamed the Qatar 
Exchange (QE).  QE currently has 42 listed companies and its market capitalization is over QR500 billion (US$1 50 
billion). The primary aim of QE is to support Qatar’s economy by giving investors a platform through which they can 
trade fairly and efficiently. QE also provides the public with access to market information, ensures correct disclosure 
of information, and enforces securities regulations.  QE is regulated by the Qatar Financial Markets Authority. For 
more information, please visit www.qe.com.qa 

About NYSE Euronext: 
 
NYSE Euronext (NYX) is a leading global operator of financial markets and provider of innovative trading technologies. 
The company's exchanges in Europe and the United States trade equities, futures, options, fixed-income and 
exchange-traded products. With approximately 8,000 listed issues (excluding European Structured Products), NYSE 
Euronext's equities markets - the New York Stock Exchange, NYSE Euronext, NYSE MKT, NYSE Alternext and NYSE Arca - 
represent one-third of the world's equities trading, the most liquidity of any global exchange group. NYSE Euronext 
also operates NYSE Liffe, one of the leading European derivatives businesses and the world's second-largest 



 

     

derivatives business by value of trading. The company offers comprehensive commercial technology, connectivity and 
market data products and services through NYSE Technologies. NYSE Euronext is in the S&P 500 index. For more 
information, please visit: http://www.nyx.com. 
 


