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SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT, THROUGH ITS SUBSIDIARY SITA ATLAS,  

WINS 20-YEAR CONTRACT WORTH €90 MLLION TO BUILD  

AND OPERATE THE WASTE ELIMINATION AND RECYCLING FACILITY IN MEKNES  

 

The Meknes municipal authority has commissioned SITA Atlas to rehabilitate its 
household waste landfill site and to build and operate a waste elimination and 
recycling facility. This innovative facility in Morocco, to be designed, built and 
operated by the SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT subsidiary on a 20-year contract worth 
nearly €90 million, will meet the sustainable development objectives set by 
elected officials and international standards.  

Site rehabilitation to tackle the region’s ecological challenges 

Located 5 km from the city centre, the Meknes landfill site has been used in an 
uncontrolled way since 2002. Spread over nearly 25 ha, it receives 185,000 metric tons a 
year of waste produced by 650,000 inhabitants. 

After a call for tenders, the City of Meknes commissioned SITA Atlas to rehabilitate the 
site from January 2014, generating nearly €90 million in revenue over the term of the 
contract along with investment on the order of €19 million over the same period. 

“This project meets the needs of the City of Meknes to eradicate old waste, to protect the 
environment and the health of its citizens, and to preserve the ecological balance,” says 
François Pyrek, Chief Executive Officer of SITA in Morocco. 

SITA Atlas will be landscaping the access roads and the actual landfill site. The team will 
also add a vegetated cover, as well as drainage, leachate and rainwater collection 
systems. It will also perform drilling work to equip the site with biogas capture wells.  

A new, fully compliant and innovative waste elimination and recycling facility 

The public service delegation contract awarded to SITA Atlas by the Urban Community of 
Meknes also covers the design, development, fitting out and operation of a new waste 
elimination and recycling facility. Covering 52 ha, this new site will be able to handle 
200,000 to 330,000 metric tons of household and similar waste per year.  

“All communities within the Meknes municipal authority will have access to this new 
facility, which will be managed efficiently using modern techniques in compliance with 
international standards,” says François Pyrek. 

The new facility will include major innovations. First, a sorting centre consisting of a 
3,000 m² sorting hangar and a 3,000 m² logistics dock, recycling materials to reduce the 
amount of waste, in strict compliance with environmental standards. The remaining 
waste and sorted refuse will be eliminated in accordance with environmental standards. 

Then a 3,000 m² biological recovery plant will produce compost from green waste mixed 
with certain types of organic waste as a soil improver for agricultural land.  

Lastly, biogas will be captured to be turned into energy for the heat treatment of 
leachate concentrates. A complementary use for biogas is being studied as a fuel for 
electricity production or to fire the ovens of neighbouring brickworks. 

Some 150 sorters have been working at the site to sort rubbish as it comes in and pick 
out materials that can be recycled (plastic, metal, glass, cardboard, etc.). The new 



sorting centre set up by SITA Atlas will organise them into a cooperative, to improve the 
health and safety of their working conditions. 

“SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT has historically worked alongside local authorities in Morocco to 
distribute electricity, drinking water and sanitation services in the Greater Casablanca 
Region through Lydec since 1997, along with urban cleaning services for Casablanca and 
eight other Moroccan cities through SITA El Beida. This new project marks a new stage in 
this relationship of trust, offering a sustainable and innovative solution for the City of 
Meknes, as well as for the entire Kingdom,” explains Marie-Ange Debon, Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer of SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT in charge of the International Division. 
 

SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT 

Natural resources are not infinite. Each day, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT (Paris: SEV, Brussels: SEVB) and its 
subsidiaries deal with the challenge of protecting resources by providing innovative solutions to industry and to 
millions of people. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT supplies drinking water to 96.6 million people, provides wastewater 
treatment services for 66.3 million people and collects the waste produced by 50 million people. SUEZ 
ENVIRONNEMENT has 79,550 employees and, with its presence on five continents, is a world leader exclusively 
dedicated to water and waste management services. In 2012, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT generated revenues of 
EUR 15.1 billion. 
 
SITA in Morocco  
A subsidiary of SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT Group, SITA has been in Morocco since 2004 serving customers and 
users through four integrated, specialized and dynamic entities: 
SITA El Beida: A pioneering enterprise serving municipalities and their populations. It provides the full range 
of delegated municipal cleaning-related services including collection and treatment of urban waste, urban 
cleaning, etc. 
SITA Maroc: Serving businesses, this entity organises, designs and supervises the overall management of 
industrial waste, from point of creation to end of life including collection, storage, sorting, packaging, transport, 
recycling and treatment. 
SITA Maroc Recycling: Serving free trade zones, it is a company created specifically to meet the particular 
conditions of these zones. 
SITA Atlas: Specializes in the creation and rehabilitation of Elimination and Recycling Facilities. 
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