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SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT, THROUGH ITS SITA SUBSIDIARY, WINS THE 

CONTRACT TO OPERATE THE ECOSTU’AIR ENERGY RECOVERY PLANT 

OVER 16 YEARS, FOR A TOTAL OF €283 MILLION  
 

 THE ENERGY RECOVERY PLANT WILL SUPPLY 
 GREEN STEAM TO INDUSTRIAL PARTNER TEREOS 

 

The elected representatives of the Estuary Union for Waste Removal and Energy Recovery 

(SEVEDE), which collects the household waste produced by the residents of six Normandy 

municipalities and turns it into energy decided to renew their industrial partnership with 

SITA to operate the ECOSTU’AIR Energy Recovery Plant in Le Havre (76).  

This contract renewal, for a 16-year term, will speed up the area’s energy transition. 

SEVEDE and SITA are set to significantly increase the energy efficiency of the ECOSTU’AIR 

plant, by increasing its energy production threefold thanks to the generation of steam and 

electricity. As such, from now on, SITA will produce green steam to supply local renewable 

energy to an industrial site operated by the Tereos Group. This industrial synergy is 

achieved thanks to a spirit of substantial cooperation between the three partners. 

Currently, ECOSTU’AIR generates 100,000 MWh of electricity per year, equivalent to the 

consumption of 65,000 residents (one-third of the population of Le Havre). As part of this 

renewal, the plant, whose performance will be optimised, will move from 100% electrical 

recovery to a mixed-recovery system, thus generating not only 27,500 MWh of energy per 

year, but also steam destined for a Tereos Group plant located in Lillebonne, 3km from 

ECOSTU'AIR. The industrial partner should be able to access all the steam produced from 

mid-2015 onwards, once connection work is complete and pipelines and delivery stations 

are commissioned. Thus a substantial portion of the Tereos site’s energy requirements will 

be met. 

Flue gas treatment will also be modernised, enabling a 90% reduction in gas consumption. 

 

 

http://www.suez-environnement.com/


Florent Saint-Martin, Chairman of SEVEDE, noted: “After 10 years in operation, ECOSTU'AIR 

is a very high-performance, extremely reliable plant. However, we must always look to the 

future and stay one step ahead. The production and sale of steam to an industrial partner 

will help achieve the goal of a circular economy. Member municipalities thus show that they 

understand the importance of the circular economy, which is beneficial for the environment, 

makes savings and above all, creates local jobs.” 

Christophe Cros, Deputy Chief Executive Officer of SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT in charge of 

Waste Europe, explains: “This partnership illustrates our desire to put the circular economy 

at the heart of our strategy: by transforming waste into new resources, we play a significant 

role in the energy transition of our industrial customers and municipalities. The steam that 

will be produced on ECOSTU’AIR is local, renewable, green energy, which will provide the 

lion’s share of the energy required at one of the industrial sites belonging to the Tereos 

Group. This green energy secures the essential resources of the future.” 

193,000 tonnes of waste was received at ECOSTU’AIR in 2013, sent in particular from the 

136 SEVEDE-member municipalities, two-thirds of which was transported by river from Le 

Havre. These contributions, reduced in size thanks to a major prevention policy, will be 

supplemented by sorting residues from the VAL’ESTUAIRE industrial platform located 17 

kilometres away.  
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ECOSTU’AIR 
Each year, the Ecostu'Air Energy Recovery Plant receives more than 135,000 tonnes of residual household waste 
from the 136 SEVEDE-member municipalities and 57,000 tonnes from external contributions. With an installed 
power of 17 MW, Ecostu’Air generates almost 100,000 MWh, which is equivalent to the electrical consumption of 
65,000 residents. The Energy Recovery Plant employs 30 staff. 

SEVEDE  
SEVEDE, the Estuary Union for Waste Removal and Energy Recovery collects and, via incineration and energy 
recovery, processes the household waste produced by the residents of six municipalities: 
Communauté de Communes Caux Vallée de Seine; Communauté de Communes de la Région d’Yvetot; 
Communauté de l’Agglomération Havraise; Communauté de Communes Caux Estuaire; Communauté de 
Communes Cœur Côte Fleurie; Communauté de Communes Blangy - Pont-l’Evêque Intercom. 

The Ecostu’Air Energy Recovery Plant is operated by SITA Grand Ouest in connection with a public service 
delegation contract. SEVEDE employs 15 people and also undertakes the transfer and transportation of its 
members’ household waste. 

SITA, a SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT subsidiary 
SITA, a SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT subsidiary, is France’s leading provider of waste management and recovery 
solutions, and is an expert throughout the entire waste cycle. With 20,000 employees, SITA FRANCE posted 
revenues in 2013 of EUR 3.6 billion, providing services to 80,000 business and municipal customers. 

SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT 
Natural resources are not infinite. Each day, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT (Paris: SEV, Brussels: SEVB) and its 
subsidiaries deal with the challenge of protecting resources by providing innovative solutions to industries and to 
millions of people. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT supplies drinking water to 92 million people, provides wastewater 
treatment services for 65 million people and collects the waste produced by 52 million people. SUEZ 
ENVIRONNEMENT has 79,550 employees and, with its presence on five continents, is a world leader exclusively 
dedicated to water and waste management services. In 2013, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT generated revenues of 
€14.6 billion. 

TEREOS 
Tereos, a cooperative group, brings together 12,000 cooperative members united around the long-term vision of 
recovering agricultural raw materials and contributing to a high-quality food offer. 
Tereos is the world’s fifth-largest sugar group, specialising in processing sugar beet, sugar cane and cereals. The 
Group also has leading positions in the alcohol market (No. 1 in Europe and No. 3 in Brazil) and the starch market 
(No. 3 in Europe). Tereos has 42 industrial sites and employs 24,000 staff across four continents. In 2013/14, the 
Group earned total revenues of €4.7 billion. 


