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UNITED WATER, A SUBSIDIARY OF SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT, RENEWS ITS CONTRACT WITH 
WEST BASIN MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN THE LARGEST 

WATER RECYCLING PLANT IN THE UNITED STATES  
 

United Water, a subsidiary of SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT, renews its contract with Los 
Angeles West Basin Municipal Water District for the next five years, representing 
nearly $50 million dollars. United Water will continue to operate and maintain the 
Edward C. Little Water Recycling Plant including four satellite plants.  
 
Together the facilities represent the largest water recycling activity in their 
category in the United States; they are also the only facilities in the world that can 
produce five different grades of recycled water.  
 
“The renewal of our contract shows the good working relationship between United 
Water and West Basin and high level of trust we accord each other,” said Bertrand 
Camus, chief executive officer of United Water. “We have been partners for two 
decades – working together to conserve and preserve potable water supplies in 
southern California.” 
 
The partnership helps to preserve water resources in one of the nation’s most 
drought-prone regions, and contributes to environmental management by reducing 
the sewage released into Santa Monica Bay every day.  
 
“Recycling is a key element of our 2020 Water Reliability 2020 program, aimed at 
providing the Los Angeles coastal area with locally controlled, sustainable and 
reliable water resources. We appreciate United Water’s impressive operating 
capacities in close collaboration with our teams,” says Carol W. Kwan, Chairwoman 
of the West Basin Board of Directors, adding: “Water is our most valuable resource. 
Our partnership with United Water has allowed us to continue expanding our water 
recycling program and provide high-quality water to our communities.” 
 
A unique and recognized water cycle management system 
The Edward C. Little facility produces over 40 million gallons of water every day for 
industrial and other uses. The plant produces approximately 12 million gallons a day 
of highly purified in direct drinking water for use in a seawater intrusion barrier 
water that protects local groundwater from seawater intrusion and also augments 
local groundwater supplies. 
 
In 2002, the Edward C. Little Facility was recognized by the National Water Research 
Institute as one of only six National Centres specializing in Water Treatment Technologies.  
 



 
 

It is also the only water treatment facility in the country that produces five different qualities 
of “designer” or custom-made recycled water that meet the unique needs of West Basin’s 
municipal, commercial and industrial customers.  Those recycled waters include:  irrigation 
water, cooling tower water, low pressure boiler feed water, high pressure boiler feed water 
and indirect drinking water. 
 
“Through innovative solutions and strategic partnerships, Re-use is a real way of tackling the 
challenge to preserve water resources and alleviate water stress around the world. SE now 
offer these types of solutions to their customers: for example, in Doha West, Qatar, for the 
treatment and recycling of wastewater, and in Chengdu, China, for the treatment and 
recycling of the waste water from the largest oil company in China. Re-use is clearly a 
solution for the future, offering major avenues for improvement,” concludes Marie-Ange 
Debon, Deputy Chief Executive Officer of SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT in charge of the 
International Division. 
 

SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT 

Natural resources are not infinite. Each day, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT (Paris: SEV, Brussels: SEVB) and 
its subsidiaries deal with the challenge of protecting resources by providing innovative solutions to 
industry and to millions of people. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT supplies drinking water to 96.6 million 
people, provides wastewater treatment services for 66.3 million people and collects the waste 
produced by 50 million people. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT has 79,550 employees and, with its presence 
on five continents, is a world leader exclusively dedicated to water and waste management services. In 
2012, SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT generated revenues of EUR 15.1 billion. 

UNITED WATER  

United Water is one of the leading environmental companies in the US, providing water and 
wastewater services to approximately 5.7 million people in that country. In addition to owning and 
operating 20 water utilities, United Water operates 100 municipal and industrial water and wastewater 
systems through innovative public-private partnerships and contract agreements. Founded in 1869, 
United Water is a subsidiary of SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT. 
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