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PRESS RELEASE 
 
6th  February 2014 
 

SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT WINS SLUDGE-DRYING CONTRACT 

IN YANGZHOU (CHINA) VIA ITS SUBIDIARY SINO FRENCH 

WATER 

The joint venture Yangzhou Sino French Environment Company Limited 

("Yangzhou Sino French") has won a 30-year contract worth €234 million to 

operate the Yangzhou sludge-drying plant. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT’s share 

amounts to €24 million1. 

THE 500 METRIC TONS OF TREATED SLUDGE WILL BE USED TO PRODUCE POWER FOR HOMES AND 

BUSINESSES.  

The purpose of the contract is to dry sludge from the wastewater treatment plants 

serving Yangzhou’s 4.5 million inhabitants and its industrial customers for the next 30 

years. The project will start in 2015 with an initial treatment capacity of 300 metric 

tons/day, eventually handling 500 metric tons/day to match the city’s economic and 

urban development.  

Yangzhou Sino French will build a sludge treatment plant in Yangzhou’s technological and 

economic development zone, near the electricity plant.  The process adopted will 

decontaminate and stabilise the biological waste produced by neighbouring wastewater 

treatment plants, notably those at Tangwang and Liuwei. The dried sludge will then be 

routed to the adjacent electricity power plant to be mixed with coal for combustion.  

There are multiple benefits: recycling of resources, reduced consumption of coal as the 

treated sludge can be burned to produce electricity.  

Yan Junquan, Chief Executive Officer of Yangzhou Jieyuan Discharge Water Company 

Limited, says: “The secondary pollution produced by the landfilling of untreated wet 

sludge is a growing concern.  The partnership with SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT gives us not 

only access to world-class technology and cutting-edge management expertise, but even 

more importantly, it lets us combine economic development with respect for the 

environment in Yangzhou. We are delighted to partner with SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT to 

pursue our joint development in the environmental field.” 

Marie Ange Debon, Deputy Chief Executive Officer of SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT, says: 

“Sludge treatment is a growing concern for authorities in China. This project 

demonstrates the city’s commitment to protecting the environment. SUEZ 

ENVIRONNEMENT is proud to work with local authorities to meet their environmental 
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obligations and thus contribute to achieving China’s environmental objectives as part of 

the 12th Five-Year Plan.” 

YANGHZOU, A STRONGLY GROWING ECONOMIC REGION WITH HIGH ENVIRONMENTAL AMBITIONS 

Yangzhou lies in the heart of Jiangsu province. With its fast economic growth (GDP up 

12% in 2013
2
), the production of wet sludge from wastewater treatment plants should 

reach 200 metric tons a day in the coming months. The Yangzhou technological and 

economic development zone, one of the national technological and economic 

development zones, is home to solidly established major industries such as LED lighting, 

solar panels and port logistics. It also attracts international companies such as General 

Electric, CNPC and Siemens.  

The "12th Five-Year Plan" has set a clear target to increase municipal sludge treatment to 

70%-80% by 2015. This is to meet the expectations of China’s authorities in terms of 

environmental protection, notably via energy saving and reduction of CO2 emissions. The 

first sludge drying plant, which notably uses the INNODRY®2E3 sludge-drying process, 

was opened in 2009 to treat sludge from the wastewater treatment plant at Chongqing 

Tangjiatuo. SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT also built the first sludge-drying facility in Jiangsu in 

2011 in the Suzhou industrial park.  

 
Press contact: 

 
 Analysts & Investors Contact: 

Tel: +33 1 58 81 23 20  Tel: +33 1 58 81 24 95 

 
Sino French Water Development Co. Ltd. 
Sino French Water is a successful partnership between the French company SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT and the 
Hong Kong company NWS Holdings Limited. Sino French Water has been operating in the water sector in China 
since 1992. The joint venture currently has 25 contracts in 18 municipalities in the country. Its core business 
covers six segments: water production, end-to-end water services, industrial process-water treatment, 
wastewater treatment, sludge treatment and an investment holding structure. Alongside its local partners, Sino 
French Water provides innovative, sustainable water solutions to more than 15 million municipal and industrial 
clients in China.  
 

 

 
This press release is also available at www.suez-environnement.com  

                                                 
1
 This joint venture is 50% Yangzhou Jieyuan Discharge Water Company Limited, 7.5% Yangzhou Economic 

and Technological Development Zone and 42.5% Suzhou Industrial Sino French Environmental Technology 

Company Limited, the latter being itself a joint venture in which Sino French Water and China-Singapore Public 

Utilities have a 49% stake. 

2
 Gross Domestic Product 

3
 Technology developed by its subsidiary Degrémont 
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